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BITHYNIA 

The rulers of Bithynia in northwestern Anatolia originated from a line of Paphlagonian nobles, who 
had ruled practically independently in Bithynia under loose Persian control. Zipoites avoided Macedonian 
domination by defeating his neighbors and took the title of king (basileus) in 198. The kings of Bithynia quickly 
became Hellenized and founded cities in the fashion of other Hellenistic monarchs, including the capital 
Nikomedeia and Prousa. Nikomedes I defeated his internal and external enemies with the help of the Galatians, 
who settled in what became Galatia to the east of Bithynia and south of Paphlagonia. Prousias I was originally 
an ally of Antigonid Macedon and of Seleucid Syria, and only reluctantly entered into an alliance with Rome. A 
former hostage at Rome, Nikomedes II overthrew his father Prousias II with the aid of Rome’s Attalid allies in 
149, and the kings of Bithynia remained loyal clients to Rome. The ambitious Nikomedes III tried to extend his 
control over Paphlagonia and Cappadocia, but his son and successor Nikomedes IV was opposed by Mithradates 
VI of Pontus throughout his reign; the latter supported first the Bithynian prince Sokrates and then himself as 
ruler of Bithynia. On both occasions Nikomedes IV was restored by the Romans, and in the end bequeathed his 
kingdom to Rome. On his death in 74, Mithradates VI backed the claims of a real or pretended son of the dead 
king, but Bithynia became a Roman province. When the Romans conquered Pontus in 63, part of that kingdom 
was attached to the province of Bithynia, which was henceforth known as Bithynia et Pontus. 

Dynasts and kings of Bithynia 

f.377—f.328 Bas... son of Boteiras, son of Doidalses; dynastes of Bithynia under Persian suzerainty 

f.328—f.278 Zipoites ... son of Bas; basileus 298 

f.278—c.250 Nikomedes I ... son of Zipoites 

f.250—f.230 Ziaelas ... son of Nikomedes I 

f.230—f.182 Prousias \,Khdlos ... son ofZiaelas 

c. 182—149 Prousias II, Kynegos ... son of Prousias I 

149—127 Nikomedes II Epiphanes ... son of Prousias II 
127—94 Nikomedes III Euergetes ... son of Nikomedes II 
94—f.90 Nikomedes IV Epiphanes Philopator ... son of Nikomedes III; deposed 

f.90—89 Sokrates , 1 Khrestos ... son of Nikomedes III; deposed, died 89 
89—88 Nikomedes IV Epiphanes Philopator ... restored; deposed 

88—85 Mithradates (VI) Eupator Dionysos ... son of Mithradates V of Pontus; expelled; Pontus 120—63 
85—74 Nikomedes IV Epiphanes Philopator ... restored 
74—73 Nikomedes V ... real or pretended son of Nikomedes IV; deposed 
(Roman province of Bithynia 74; Bithynia et Pontus 63) 


Possibly reigned under the name Nikomedes. 



